
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using a Search Site 
 

 
If you are looking for information on a topic, but do not know a specific URL to use, you can go to a search site. 
Search sites are special interactive Web sites that have examined thousands of other Internet sites using programs 
called search engines that index Web sites by subject and keywords.  You tell the search site what you are looking 
for and it will check its enormous database of Web sites for any that match your search topic.  After it checks for 
matches, it displays a list of all the hyperlinks that match your topic. 
 
Examples of search sites (there are hundreds of these, but these are some of the larger ones): 
 
 
 Yahoo!    www.yahoo.com 

 Yahooligans!   www.yahooligans.com 

 Dogpile   www.dogpile.com 

 Google   www.google.com 

 Ask Jeeves  www.askjeeves.com 

 Ask Jeeves (for kids) www.ajkids.com 

 LookSmart   www.looksmart.com 

 Hotbot    www.hotbot.com 

 Infoseek    www.infoseek.go.com 

 Lycos    www.lycos.com 
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Searching by Category 
 

 
 

1. Type in you the search site 
address— this example will use 
Yahoo! 

 
 
2. We want to find the URL for the 

television show ZOOM.  To 
search by category, start with 
Entertainment.  Scroll down until 
you see the Entertainment 
category. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Click on the Entertainment 
category link. 
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4. Now choose the 
category link for 
Television. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Next, click on the 
link for Shows. 
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6. Now click on the link 
for Children. 

7.  A list of children’s TV 
shows will appear.  Scroll 
through the list until you 
find a listing for ZOOM.  
Click on the link to open 
the ZOOM Web site. 
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 Searching by Keyword 

 

1. To search by keywords, 
type in the topic that you 
are looking for in the 
Search box in any search 
site.  We’ll use our ZOOM 
example again. 

 
 
2. Click on the Search button 

after you have entered your 
keywords. 

3. Yahoo displays a list of 
hyperlinks for Web 
sites that  contain the 
word zoom. 

 
 
 

4.  Scroll down the list until you 
find a match for ZOOM the 
television show. 
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Narrowing or refining your search: 
 
In the example above, Yahoo! Returned many results that had nothing to do with ZOOM the television show—it 
looked for any Web site that contained the word zoom in it.  To save time and get better results, you can refine your 
search by using operators and special punctuation. 
 
Common Operators 
 

AND Documents found by the search engine must contain all words joined by the AND operator.  For 
example, if you typed in zoom and television, Yahoo! would only find sites that contain both of 
these words. 

 
OR Documents found must contain at least one of the words joined by the OR operator.  For example, 

if you were looking for information on computer purchasing, you might type in computers or pcs 
and purchasing.  Yahoo! would find sites that contain either the words computers or pcs and the 
word purchasing. If you had just typed in computer purchasing, you might have missed the sites 
that had tips on PC purchasing! 

 
Special punctuation 
 

Quotation marks “ ” Inserting your keywords into quotation marks tells the search engine to find only 
Web sites that contain the keywords all together as a unit.  Quotation marks are excellent for 
searching for information on book titles or on specific people.  Example: If you are looking for 
information on Harriet Tubman, try entering “harriet tubman” as your search terms. 

 
Wildcards * Use an asterisk (*) at the end of a word if you want your search to find Web sites 

containing different forms of the same word.  Example: If you are looking for information snakes, 
try typing in snake* as your search term.  The search engine will find sites that contain either 
snake or snakes. 
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Searching by keyword using the AND operator: 
 
 

1. Getting back to our 
ZOOM example, let’s 
use the AND operator 
to narrow our search.  
Try typing in zoom and 
television. 

 
 
 

2.  Yahoo! searches its 
catalog—notice that the 
site we want is the first 
hyperlink that Yahoo! 
lists. 
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Homework Helper Web Sites 
 

 
The Internet is an excellent place to find information for homework assignments, especially for very 
current information.   
 
Things to keep in mind:  
 
 Be sure the Web site you are using is written by a reliable source.  Ask yourself if the author or authors 

of the Web site are considered experts on the topic. 
 The Internet cannot replace the depth or detail of information found in books at the library. 
 If you find information on your topic on the Internet, you still need to state where your information 

came from (just like you would with a book) and you need to put it into your own words.  Although it 
is easy to copy and paste text from a Web site into a Microsoft Word document, your teachers will 
recognize that the words did not come from you. If you need to know how to site an Internet source in 
a bibliography, ask your teachers what format they prefer.   

 
Here is a list of sites that useful sites for homework help: 
 
Encylclopedias, Almanacs and Dictionaries: 
 Encyclopedia Britannica   www.britannica.com 
 Encarta Encyclopedia    www.encarta.com 
 Information Please Almanac   www.infoplease.com 
 Information Please for Kids   www.factmonster.com 
 Webster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus  www.webster.com 
 Another Dictionary and Thesaurus  www.dictionary.com 
 World Book Encyclopedia   www.worldbook.com 

 
Student-friendly Search Sites: 
 Yahooligans     www.yahooligans.com 
 Ask Jeeves     www.askjeeves.com 
 Ask Jeeves for Kids    www.ajkids.com 

 
General Homework Help Directories: 
 Schoolwork Ugh!    www.schoolwork.org 
 Study Web     www.studyweb.com 
 BJ Pinchbeck’s Homework Helper  www.bjpinchbeck.com 
 The Internet Public Library   www.ipl.org 
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